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Gen er al  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce  

 

• All candidates must  receive the same t reatment .  Exam iners must  mark 

the first  candidate in exact ly the same way as they mark the last . 

• Mark schemes should be applied posit ively. Candidates m ust  be 

rewarded for what  they have shown they can do rather than penalised 

for om issions.  

• Exam iners should mark according to the m ark scheme not  according to 

their percept ion of where the grade boundaries may lie.  

• There is no ceiling on achievement . All marks on the mark scheme 

should be used appropriately.  

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 

Exam iners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer 

matches the mark scheme.  Exam iners should also be prepared to 

award zero marks if the candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  

according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement  is required, mark schemes will provide the 

principles by which marks will be awarded and exemplif icat ion may be 

lim ited. 

• When examiners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the mark 

scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must  be consulted. 

• Crossed out  work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has replaced 

it  with an alternat ive response. 

 

A l t h ou gh  t h e assessm en t  ob j ect iv es ar e w eig h t ed  sep ar at e ly , t h ey  

ar e in t er - r e lat ed .  

 

AO1  r eq u i r es in f o r m ed  in sig h t  an d  aw ar en ess o f  d i f f er in g  

v iew p o in t s, an d  AO2  r eq u i r es k n ow led g e an d  u n d er st an d in g  o f  t h e 

sp eci f icat ion  con t en t . 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PART 1 :  The total m ark available for each of quest ions 1-8 is 20. 

Candidates answer four quest ions. The total mark available for Part  1 as a 

whole is 80. 

 

PART 2 :  The total m ark achievable for each of quest ions 9-26 is 25. 

Candidates answer two quest ions. The total mark available for Part  2 as a 

whole is 50. 

 

PART 1 :  BELI EFS AND VALUES 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  

Answer 

Reject  Mark 

1 ( a)  

 

• (The principle 

of)  t reat ing 

animals fair ly. 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  is 

accep t ab le. 

(2)  

• an example of 

animals being 

extended 

r ights.  

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t s is 

accep t ab le.  

(1)  

Answers which define 

a different  key word 

 

(0)  

2 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 ( b )  

 

Level 3 answers are likely to ou t l in e at  least  t w o  su ch  id eas 

as :   

• most  of the act ions that  could be considered wrongdoing from 

stealing and ly ing, to war and fam ine can be seen to have the 

root  in human selfishness  

• seeking self- interest  could lead to the conclusion that  all 

humans are naturally selfish and as such wrongdoing and 

inequalit y are natural consequences of a world inhabited by 

humans  

• it  is possible that  some religious people m ight  argue that  greed 

and selfishness replace a person’s responsibility to God with a 

focus on themselves 

• religion tends to be something that  demands the harnessing or 

submission of a person’s own self- interests to the will of God, 

or the bet terment  of society. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to the 

levels.  

 

  



 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

1 ( c)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to d ev elop  t w o  su ch  r eason s as :   

• it  is a prom inent  teaching in most  religious t radit ions 

• one of the biggest  quest ions people have is about  the suffer ing 

that  people exper ience. I f the suffering people go through in this 

life lies unreconciled then it  makes life a very unjust  experience 

where good lies unrewarded and bad unpunished  

• this life may be seen to lack purpose if it  simply comes to an end 

with no reward for the faithful 

• it  gives them hope and comfort . When a person loses a loved one 

it  is natural to hope that  they will see that  person again, or that  

they have gone to a bet ter place. A belief in an after life helps a 

person cope with their loss  

• the existence of the paranormal suggests that  there is an after life 

to which people go. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding  

of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

  

 



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  t h er e is su ch  a t h in g  as sin .  

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  t h at :  

• some holy books describe that  sin exists  

• without  the reality of sin there was no need for the sacrif ice of 

Jesus making Chr ist ianit y irrelevant  ( for example)  

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that :   

• rules are human creat ions designed to keep people in their 

place 

• concepts of sin are in cont radict ion therefore there is no 

consensus as to what  const itutes a sin and it  is purely 

subject ive. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to at  least  one n am ed  religion. 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 



  

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  

Answer 

Reject  Mark 

2 ( a)  

 

• (The belief 

that )  the soul 

is reborn into 

another body. 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  is 

accep t ab le. 

(2)  

• Reincarnat ion 

• A belief about  

the afterlife. 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t s is 

accep t ab le.  

(1)  

Answers which 

define a different  

key word 

 

(0)  

2 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 ( b )  

 

Level 3 answers, based on Ch r ist ian i t y , are likely to ou t l in e at  

least  t w o  su ch  id eas as :   

• as a part  of creat ion Christ ians believe that  they have been 

given the role of steward over the animals  

• exploitat ion of animals is against  the will of God as animals are 

a part  of God’s creat ion and he values each of them  

• most  Christ ians believe that  unnecessary cruelty goes against  

the belief in the sanct it y of life (only God can give and take 

life)  

• not  everyone is against  the use of animals in scient if ic 

experimentat ion 

• most  Christ ians would accept  the use of animals for food.  

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

2 ( c)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely t o  d ev elop  t w o  su ch  r eason s as :   

• a scient if ic wor ldview holds the prem ise that  future events can be 

predicted by past  events  

• an example m ight  be human behaviour and characterist ics are a 

result  of (or determ ined by)  genes which have the stored 

inher itance of generat ions 

• most  people would reject  complete, or hard, determ inism as it  

seems to take away all human responsibilit y 

• some non- religious people believe in complete freedom of the 

human will,  based on philosophical arguments 

• experience confirms that  human beings are autonomous. 

  

The quest ion is about  different  at t itudes, and answers which refer to 

only one at t itude cannot  go beyond Level 2.                                

  

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding  

of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

  

 



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  b el ie f  in  t h e im m or t a l i t y  o f  t h e sou l  is 

t h e on ly  p ossib le ex p lan at ion  f o r  w h at  h ap p en s af t er  d eat h .  

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  t h at :  

• many of the religious views about  life after death are based on the 

prem ise of the immortality of the soul ( for example, in Hindu 

teaching)   

• that  immortalit y of the soul is the only way to give purpose to 

life and retain the im portance of the indiv idual.  

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that :  

• there is no incontestable scient if ic proof for  the existence of the 

soul 

• teachings about  the afterlife differ among religions 

• the logical explanat ion is that  nothing happens. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to at  least  one n am ed  religion. 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

  

 



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  

Answer 

Reject  Mark 

3 ( a)  

 

• The removal of 

a foetus from 

the womb 

before it  can 

survive. 

• The purposeful 

term inat ion of 

a pregnancy. 

 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  is 

accep t ab le. 

(2)  

• The ending of 

a pregnancy. 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t s is 

accep t ab le.  

(1)  

Answers which 

define a different  

key word 

 

(0)  

2 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

3 ( b )  

 

Level 3 answers are likely to ou t l in e at  least  t w o  su ch  id eas 

as :   

• people would suggest  that  by looking at  the design of the wor ld 

a person is able to see the handiwork and existence of a 

designer which would lead to belief in God  

• examples from nature (such as the carbon cycle)  can be used 

to suggest  the “ fit t ing together of pieces”  so well as to show a 

designer and lead to belief in God  

• I f the world were not  exact ly as it  is, it  would cease to exist  

with all life forms  

• the fact  that  there is beauty in the wor ld suggests the 

existence of God, as the world is not  j ust  funct ional.  

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

3 ( c)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely t o  d ev elop  t w o  su ch  r eason s as :   

• people argue that  if there was a God and he had created the world, 

then there would be no such thing as natural evil  

• there seem to be design flaws inbuilt  into the world, an omnipotent  

and omniscient  God would not  have allowed these to be  

• natural evil is more likely to be the result  of “accidental”  

developments in the world from the Big Bang   

• if  God is benevolent , all-powerful and all- knowing, it  is hard to see 

why he does not  use his unlim ited powers to stop natural suffer ing  

• it  is hard to see why God allows the good/ innocent  to suffer as well 

as the wicked 

• the reasons that  religious people give to explain the existence of 

natural suffer ing in the world are unconvincing. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding  

of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

3 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  ag n ost ics sh ou ld  sim p ly  m ak e u p  t h ei r  

m in d s ab ou t  God ’s ex ist en ce. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  t h at :  

• agnost icism is the only logical and honest  conclusion  

• in reality most  people are agnost ic to some extent  

• agnost icism is the safest  opt ion 

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that :  

• there is enough evidence on which to base a conclusion 

• coming to no decision means that  a person does not  have to 

commit  to anything 

• holy books provide evidence for the existence of God ( for 

example, the Qur’an in I slam)  

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to at  least  one n am ed  religion. 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  

Answer 

Reject  Mark 

4 ( a)  

 

• The system of 

causes and 

effects within 

the universe 

(which 

suggests a first  

cause that  

started the 

process) . 

• The belief that  

God is the first  

cause of the 

universe 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  is 

accep t ab le. 

(2)  

• The 

cosmological 

argument . 

• Everything 

has a cause 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t s is 

accep t ab le.  

(1)  

Answers which define 

a different  key word 

 

(0)  

2 

 

  

 



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

4 ( b )  

 

Level 3 answers, based on Bu d d h ism , are likely to ou t l in e at  

least  t w o  su ch  id eas as :   

• the purpose of life is to seek enlightenment . 

• life is a st ruggle to escape the cycle of rebirth.  

• some Buddhists see the purpose of life is awaken the buddha 

nature. 

• the four Noble Truths show the way to overcome suffering 

which is the purpose of life. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Ch r ist ian i t y , are likely to ou t l in e at  

least  t w o  su ch  id eas as :   

• the universe ( including humans)  has been created to worship 

God. 

• everything is focussed around developing a relat ionship with 

God.  

• the purpose of life is influenced by the desire to go to heaven. 

• part  of humanity’s purpose is to live life as a test  in 

relat ionship to others  

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Hin d u ism , are likely to ou t l in e at  

least  t w o  su ch  id eas as :   

• the purpose of life is to achieve moskha. 

• life is a st ruggle to escape the cycle of sam sara. 

• the purpose may be to fulf il all the stages of life. 

• to fulf il the responsibilit ies and funct ions of the dharma 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on I s lam , are likely to ou t l in e at  least  

t w o  su ch  id eas as :   

• the universe ( including humans)  has been created to worship 

Allah. 

• everything is focussed around developing faith in Allah.  

• the word I slam means “submission” ;  hence the whole purpose 

and meaning of existence to submit  to the will of Allah and 

worship him . 

• a Muslim  should seek to develop the character so that  it  is 

directed towards Allah  

• the greater j ihad of this life is to master the soul and develop 

the character and do good. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels.  

 



 

Level 3 answers, based on Ju d aism , are likely to ou t l in e at  least  

t w o  su ch  id eas as :   

• the most  important  purpose is to worship the Alm ighty. 

• Judaism focussed around keeping the laws of the Alm ighty.  

• For some Jewish people the purpose of life is influenced by the 

desire to go to heaven. 

• Some Jewish people’s purpose of life surrounds the 

maintenance of the Jewish way of life. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Sik h ism , are likely to ou t l in e at  least  

t w o  su ch  id eas as :   

• part  of life’s purpose if the quest  for knowledge 

• part  of life’s purpose is a life of posit ive act ion 

• a Sikh seeks for a good reincarnat ion and union with God 

• a Sikh will seek the welfare of others 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

4 ( c)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely t o  d ev elop  t w o  su ch  r eason s as :  

• all liv ing things have a r ight  to life meaning that  life is an absolute 

moral r ight  for every liv ing thing and should not  be taken away.  

• as the pinnacle of creat ion ( from a religious or non- religious 

perspect ive)  it  is possible to argue that  this r ight  should only be 

extended in its fullest  sense to humans 

• some holy books teach that  humans are m ade in the image of God  

• some holy books teach that  the human soul is part  of God  

• it  can also affect  moral choice surrounding issues of life and death 

if God is the only being who can give and take life. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding  

of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

4 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  Eu t h an asia is t h e k in d est  ap p r oach  t o  

t h e t er m in al ly  i l l .  

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that :   

• when a person is suffering the kindest  thing to do is to relieve 

the pain which can somet imes only be achieved through death 

• religious teachings suggest  the necessity of self less love which 

can be shown by those who assist ,  

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that :   

• other approaches such as Hospices are much kinder for all 

people involved 

• some religions teach that  suffer ing can serve a cleansing and 

developmental purpose for the indiv idual ( for example, 

Christ ianity) .  

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to at  least  one n am ed  religion. 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

  

 



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  

Answer 

Reject  Mark 

5 ( a)  

 

• Having sexual 

relat ions with a 

number of 

partners 

without  any 

commitment . 

• Sleeping 

around. 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  is 

accep t ab le. 

(2)  

• Having lots of 

sex. 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t s is 

accep t ab le.  

(1)  

Answers which 

define a different  

key word 

 

(0)  

2 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

5 ( b )  

 

Level 3 answers are likely to ou t l in e at  least  t w o  su ch  id eas 

as :   

• fam ily life is important  for a secure and safe society  

• fam ilies are able to provide children with teaching and 

st ructure 

• parents should provide an example for their children 

• there may be an acceptance of non- t radit ional fam ily types  

• there is seen to be no reason why unmarr ied parents (whether 

a heterosexual or homosexual couple, or a single parent )  

should not  be able to bring up children successfully.  

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

5 ( c)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely t o  d ev elop  t w o  con t r ast in g  r eason s 

su ch  as :  

• religious people who teach the importance of celibacy may refer to 

teachings about  the dist ract ing nature of sex from the t rue purpose 

of life 

• rest r ict ions may be necessary for the ordained to devote their lives 

to service 

• examples of religious leaders who have pract ised celibacy 

and   

• examples of religious leaders who do not  accept  celibacy 

• celibacy seems to deny the importance of fam ily life 

• the command of God to procreate 

• the benefits that  a healthy sex life can br ing to an indiv idual.  

 

The quest ion is about  different  at t itudes, and answers which refer to 

only one at t itude cannot  go beyond Level 2.                                

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding  

of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

5 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  g en et ic en g in eer in g  is t h e b est  w ay  t o  

h elp  cou p les con ceiv e.”  

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that :  

• religious people should accept  genet ic engineering as a way to 

eradicate diseases 

• Buddhists should accept  genet ic engineering as a way of 

relieving the suffer ing of childless couples 

• it  removes some of the obstacles to concept ion and successful 

pregnancies that  could be evident  in ‘natural’ methods  

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that :   

• some religious people regard genet ic engineering as t ry ing to 

take the place of God 

• it  is disrupt ing the natural order of creat ion 

• it  could disrupt  natural select ion. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to at  least  one n am ed  religion. 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

  

 



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  

Answer 

Reject  Mark 

6 ( a)  

 

• A means of 

prevent ing a 

woman from 

becoming 

pregnant . 

• Deliberate 

method to 

prevent  

pregnancy 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  is 

accep t ab le. 

(2)  

• An example of 

cont racept ion. 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t s is 

accep t ab le.  

(1)  

Answers which define 

a different  key word 

 

(0)  

2 

 

  

 



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

6 ( b )  

 

Level 3 answers, based on Bu d d h ism , are likely to ou t l in e at  

least  t w o  su ch  id eas as :   

• remarriage is not  an issue within Buddhism . 

• all relat ionships have an end and so other relat ionships begin 

• if  it  does not  cause suffering then it  is f ine 

• some may reject  it  as celibacy is seen to be a bet ter way 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Ch r ist ian i t y , are likely to ou t l in e at  

least  t w o  su ch  id eas as :   

• Jesus said that  if someone remarries it  is commit t ing adultery 

• remarriage is accepted by many denominat ions 

• it  is seen as a loving thing to allow remarr iage  

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Hin d u ism , are likely to ou t l in e at  

least  t w o  su ch  id eas as :   

• it  m ight  go against  the householder stage. 

• the holy texts seem to allow it  

• it  is not  seen as the ideal situat ion. 

• there are different  responses within Hinduism that  tend to 

reflect  modern and t radit ional at t itudes 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on I s lam , are likely to ou t l in e at  least  

t w o  su ch  t each in gs as:   

• I slam sees marr iage as a cont ract , as such remarr iage is 

accepted by most  Muslims.  

• following divorce Muslims are free to marry someone else 

• the husband must  provide for his wife and children unt il she 

remarries 

• they cannot  marry each other at  any t ime in the future unless 

she has been married to someone else in between.  

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels.  

 

Level 3 answers, based on Ju d aism , are likely to ou t l in e at  least  

t w o  su ch  id eas as :   

• Judaism sees marr iage as a cont ract , as such remarriage is 

accepted by most  Jewish people.  

 



• Jewish law prohibits a man from remarrying his ex-wife after 

she has married another man 

• Kohanim  cannot  marry divorcees at  all.  

• if  a woman receives a legal divorce but  not  a get , then 

remarries she is considered to be liv ing in adultery. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Sik h ism , are likely to ou t l in e at  least  

t w o  su ch  id eas as :   

• the Rehit  Maryada states in normal circumstances, no Sikh 

should marry a second wife if the first  wife is alive. 

• in some very ext reme, abnormal or rare circumstances marital 

breakdown, the Sangat  or Panj  Pyaare can give perm ission to 

someone to re-marry 

• one gets to get  remarried, they can get  remarr ied with the 

Anand Kaaraj  ceremony 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels. 

  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

6 ( c)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely t o  d ev elop  t w o  con t r ast in g  r eason s 

su ch  as :   

• some religious people believe that  it  is in the best  interests of the 

children 

• there are passages in scripture which suggest  that  divorce and 

remarriage could be accepted 

• marr iage is a cont ract  and therefore can be ended 

• it  has become more acceptable in society. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding  

of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

6 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  ev er y on e sh ou ld  accep t  civ i l  

p ar t n er sh ip s. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that :  

• homosexual couples are ent it led to the sam e rights as 

heterosexual couples 

• homosexual relat ionships are as fulf illing and commit ted as 

heterosexual ones  

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that :   

• some Christ ians believe that  homosexualit y is a sin and should 

not  be condoned by the state 

• civ il partnerships are not  sufficient  and homosexual couples 

should be allowed to marry. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to at  least  one n am ed  religion. 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

  

 



 

Quest io

n 

Number 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  Answer Reject  Mar

k 

7 ( a)  

 

• Treat ing people 

less favourably 

because of their 

race/  gender/  

colour/  class/  

disability. 

• Put t ing prejudice 

into act ion 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  is 

accep t ab le. 

(2)  

• An example of 

discr im inat ion 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e ab ov e 

p o in t s is accep t ab le. 

(1)  

• Prejudice 

 

Answers 

which define 

a different  

key word 

 

(0)  

2 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

7 ( b )  

 

Level 3 answers are likely to ou t l in e at  least  t w o  su ch  

at t i t u d es as:  

• non- religious people may believe that  hum ans are equal and as 

such have ent it lement  to human r ights 

• human r ights are important  to the maintenance of a 

harmonious society 

• humans should protect  the human r ights of others as if they 

were their own 

• some may believe that  interpretat ion of certain human r ights 

can go too far and that  there needs to be a sensible approach 

• some human r ights can conflict  with each other.  

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

7 ( c)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely t o  d ev elop  t w o  w ay s su ch  as:   

• religions can hold “open”  events where the local community come 

and experience and learn about  some of the t radit ions of the 

religion 

• proselyt izat ion can be done in a way that  is not  div isive and heavy 

handed 

• religions can part icipate fully in organised I nter- faith councils and 

act iv it ies  

• part icular teachings encourage people to love and respect  people 

from all backgrounds. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding  

of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

7 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  w om en  sh ou ld  h av e eq u al  r ig h t s in  

societ y .  

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that   

• some religions teach that  men and women should have equal 

status ( for example Sikhism)   

• women are able to fulfil the same responsibilit ies as men in 

society. 

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that   

• examples can be found in different  religions where it  is taught  

that  women should be t reated different ly 

• women and men have different  roles and do not  need equal 

r ights. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to at  least  one n am ed  religion. 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

  

 



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  

Answer 

Reject  Mark 

8 ( a)  

 

• (The belief 

that )  only one 

religion is t rue 

and avoiding 

people who 

follow other 

religions 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  is 

accep t ab le. 

(2)  

• A belief that  

other religions 

are wrong 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t s is 

accep t ab le.  

(1)  

Answers which define 

a different  key word 

 

(0)  

2 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer  

8 ( b )  

 

Level 3 answers, based on Bu d d h ism , are likely to ou t l in e at  

least  t w o  su ch  id eas as :   

• racism goes against  the principle of r ight  speech. 

• racism goes against  the principle of not  harm ing any liv ing 

thing 

• there is no racial div ision in the sangha 

• Buddhists should avoid seeking the suffer ing of others 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels. 

 

Answers based on Ch r ist ian i t y  are likely to ou t l in e at  least  t w o  

su ch  t each in g s as:   

• Paul taught  that  all races and nat ions are the same 

• Jesus taught  the importance of loving everybody and 

condemned name calling 

• examples of religious figures such as Mart in Luther King show 

the teaching of Jesus in act ion 

• the Old Testament  teaches that  j ust ice should be given equally 

to the foreigner 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Hin d u ism , are likely to ou t l in e at  

least  t w o  su ch  id eas as :   

• examples of people such as Gandhi who fought  against  it .  

• it  goes against  the pr inciple of ahimsa 

• humanity is descended from a common ancestor, Manu 

• all life is interconnected and has a spark of Brahman 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels. 

 



 

Level 3 answers, based on I s lam , are likely to ou t l in e at  least  

t w o  su ch  t each in gs as:   

• Muhammad taught  that  racism is wrong.  

• the Qur’an teaches that  the different  races are to be celebrated 

• the Qur’an teaches that  humanity is descended from the same 

fam ily 

• the Haj j  shows the equality of all races.  

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels.  

 

Level 3 answers, based on Ju d aism , are likely to ou t l in e at  least  

t w o  su ch  id eas as :   

• the Torah teaches that  all should be t reated equally in the law.  

• as the vict ims of racism Jewish people are aware of the 

suffering it  causes 

• the Torah teaches that  humanity is descended from the same 

fam ily. 

• the Alm ighty does not  look on the outer person, but  on the 

inner 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Sik h ism , are likely to ou t l in e at  least  

t w o  su ch  id eas as :   

• The clay is the same, but  the Fashioner has fashioned it  in 

var ious ways. 

• Sikhism teaches the equality of all 

• Guru Nanak rejected all form  of div ision among people 

• the langar meal is designed to be inclusive of all  

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels. 

 

 

The quest ion is about  b o t h  benefits and problems, so Level 3 

answers m u st  refer to at  least  t w o  benefit s and on e  problem, or 

t w o  problems and on e benefit .   

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

 

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer    

 

8 ( c)  

 

Level 4 answers, are likely t o  d ev elop  t w o  t each in g s su ch  as:  

• some religions regard part  of their stewardship of the world to look 

after the poor and needy. 

• the Golden Rule, which is common among many religions, teaches 

that  people should t reat  other people as they would like to be 

t reated. 

• by showing their love and care for others they are showing their 

love and care to God. 

• By caring for other people some religions see it  as a way to 

develop posit ive karm a. 

 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding  

of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

8 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  p eop le w i l l  a lw ay s b e b iased  ag ain st  

t h e d isab led . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that :  

• disability awareness has increased over the recent  past  with 

laws being passed to out law disability discr im inat ion 

• religions teach about  the equality of humanity ( for example 

Judaism)  

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

• there are some jobs that  disabled people are physically unable 

to do  

• bias is based on ignorance and humanity is int r insically 

ignorant .  

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to at  least  one n am ed  religion. 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 



PART 2 :  THE RELI GI OUS COMMUNI TY 

 

BUDDHI SM 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

9 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to refer to two such teachings 

• monks gain mer it  through serving lay people 

• through the service of the lay people of providing gifts of food, 

clothing and medicine lay people can be included in the 

meaning of sangha 

• monks and nuns ensure that  Buddhism carr ies on as a liv ing 

religion by meditat ing, studying the scr iptures, teaching 

Buddhism to others, offering advice on the basis of Buddhist  

principles 

• they perform  Buddhist  ceremonies on behalf of the laity.  

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

9 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to develop two such reasons as:  

• it  provides Buddhists with a means of overcom ing suffering 

• they are part  of the fundamental teaching from which all other 

Buddhist  teachings have developed 

• they are cent ral beliefs in all Buddhist  t radit ions/ schools 

• they underpin all Buddhist  ethics 

• it  enables a Buddhist  to at tain enlightenment . 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

  

 



 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding  

of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

9 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  t h e v ih ar a is on ly  im p or t an t  f o r  

Bu d d h ist  d ev o t ion . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

• the vihara is the cent re of Buddhist  devot ion and is therefore 

only important  for this reason 

• as a place of worship the fest ivals, celebrat ions and classes will 

all be cent red around the vihara. 

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

• viharas provide a service to all of the local community through 

meditat ion classes 

• the vihara can provide interest  free loans 

• the vihara can provide a place of hospitalit y.  

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Bu d d h ism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 0 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to refer to named objects such as 

rupas, mandalas, f lowers, prayer wheels, and then out line ways in 

which Buddhists today may use them in worship, such as:   

• meditat ing on a part icular  aspect  shown by the rupa 

• using the rotat ion of the prayer wheel to focus the m ind 

• the use of a mandala may enable them to reflect  on var ious 

aspects of the meditat ive process or cycle of rebirth.                           

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

1 0 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to develop two such reasons as:   

• Kapilivastu was the area where the Buddha spent  the first  part  of 

his life 

• reference to specific events may also be made, for example where 

the Buddha first  went  into a meditat ive state while watching a 

plough. 

• Bodh Gaya is the place where it  is believed the Buddha at tained 

enlightenment  

• Bodh Gaya is the place where the Mahabodhi Temple Complex is 

located. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Answers which do not  refer to both Kapilivastu and Bodh Gaya cannot  

go above level 2 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

  

 



 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding  

of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 0 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  ev er y  p ar t  o f  t h e Bu d d h a’s l i f e  sh ow s 

p eop le h ow  t h ey  sh ou ld  l i v e t h ei r  ow n  l iv es. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that :  

• examples such as the hedonist ic ear ly life provides no example 

to follow 

• the life of the ascet ic proved fruit less  

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that   

• each part  of his life provides either a posit ive or negat ive 

example 

• the enlightenment  of the Buddha provides an example to 

others on how this can be at tained. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Bu d d h ism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 1 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line such ways as:   

• Buddhists m ight  v isit  the viharas and monasteries and listen to 

talks about  the Buddha.  

• they m ight  take the opportunit y to teach others about  the life 

of the Buddha.  

• in preparat ion for Wesak, homes will be cleaned and decorated 

with flowers.  

• worshippers will go to the vihara before dawn to meditate and 

listen to the Five Precepts.  

• the Buddha is often bathed in scented water  

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

1 1 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to develop two such reasons as:  

• the Vinaya lays down the rules for the Sangha which is a crucial 

part  of Buddhist  society and as such m ight  lead to enlightenment  

• they show an example of how to live the Buddha’s teachings  

• they lay the foundat ion for the religion and pract ice of Buddhism  

• they encourage Buddhists to live the qualit ies the Buddha lived and 

taught . 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

  

 



 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding  

of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 1 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  t h e Dh am m ap ad a is ou t  o f  d at e . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that :   

• it  was wr it ten thousands of years ago 

• the problems the Buddha faced are out  of step with today’s 

materialist ic wor ld 

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that :   

• it  is t imeless as it  contains spir itual insights which assist  a person 

on the path to Nibbana 

• it  out lines basic Buddhist  beliefs such as kamma 

• it  describes the aim  of following the path to buddhahood. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3 answers must  give an opinion, refer to another 

point  of v iew, and refer to Bu d d h ism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4 answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

 



CHRI STI ANI TY 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 2 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line such ways of using the Bible 

as:   

• the Bible is used as a basis for personal prayer and worship 

• the Bible can be used as part  of all forms of inst ruct ion and 

educat ion within the denominat ion 

• the Bible also forms an important  part  of congregat ional 

worship and will be read in services 

• the Bible may be read in fam ily worship to teach the fam ily and 

bring them together.   

 

An answer that  does not  refer to a named denominat ion cannot  go 

above level 2.  

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  

 



 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

1 2 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to develop such reasons as:   

• Bethlehem is the place where Jesus was born,  

• Jerusalem was the place where Jesus taught  and died 

• as a penance, somet imes people feel that  to show remorse for 

sins, they m ight  gain special mer it  by visit ing Bethlehem or 

Jerusalem 

• it  is important  to follow literally the footsteps of Jesus, for example 

following the steps of Jesus in the Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem  

• there are also churches in both places that  celebrate the var ious 

events associated with them. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Answers which do not  refer to both Jerusalem and Bethlehem cannot  

go above level 2 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding  

of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 2 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  East er  is t h e m ost  im p or t an t  Ch r ist ian  

f est iv a l . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that :  

• Easter celebrates the resurrect ion of Jesus which is the most  

important  event  of his life 

• the events of the first  Easter make it  possible for humanity to 

be reconciled to God.  

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that   

• Christmas celebrates the I ncarnat ion and is therefore more 

important  

• Christmas is celebrated more widely. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Ch r ist ian i t y . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 3 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line such act iv it ies as:   

• the parents and godparents answer quest ions not  only for 

themselves, but  also in the name of the child 

• holy water is poured from the font  onto the child's head by the 

priest  while the pr iest  says the baby's nam e 

• the priest  says:  'I  bapt ise you in the name of the Father, and 

of the Son, and of the Holy Spir it . '   

• some Christ ian t radit ions immerse the child three t imes in the 

font  

• the child is anointed with oil.   

 

Answers which give answers based on an adult  or older child’s 

bapt ismal service should also be credited. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

1 3 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to develop such ways as (using Paul as an 

example) :   

• Paul was hugely responsible for the spread of Chr ist ianity to non 

Jews 

• Paul undertook great  m issionary t ravels which spread Chr ist ianit y 

through the Roman Empire.  

• Paul v isited many places and encouraged the groups of believers 

they found in the faith 

• they put  into place leaders called elders who would help those 

younger in the faith learn more about  Jesus. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

  

 



 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding  

of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 3 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  t h e h eal in g s o f  Jesu s p r ov e t h at  h e is 

t h e Son  o f  God .   

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that :  

• John’s purpose in wr it ing about  the m iracles (signs)  was to 

show that  Jesus is the Son of God (John 20:  30-31) . 

• nobody but  the Son of God could have done such things.  

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that   

• the m iracles cannot  be verif ied today 

• there are natural explanat ions for each of these events. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Ch r ist ian i t y . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 4 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers will out line from examples such as Jesus healing 

the paralysed man and the raising of Jairus’ daughter:   

• Jesus had compassion 

• Jesus was able to heal 

• Jesus had authority from God 

• Jesus responded to people’s faith 

• Jesus disregarded crit icism  of what  he was doing 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

1 4 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers will develop such teachings as:   

• the conscience can be thought  of as a voice within that  helps them 

to decide how to behave 

• it  will often tell a person to do the r ight  thing when they want  to do 

the wrong thing.  

• Christ ians may say it  is the Voice of God telling them what  to do 

• I n some denominat ions the conscience m ight  be seen to have a 

greater degree of authority than in others where the authority is 

viewed in a much more external way.  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

  

 



 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding  

of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 4 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  t h e d esign  an d  ap p ear an ce o f  a ch u r ch  

sh ou ld  b e as sim p le as p ossib le. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that :   

• it  is place of worship and as such does not  need to be ornate 

• that  money spent  on churches could be bet ter spent  helping 

the poor  

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that :   

• a church is to celebrate the majesty of God  

• each of the adornments help a person learn more about  God 

(eg stained glass windows) . 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Ch r ist ian i t y . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

 



HI NDUI SM 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 5 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line such events in the stories of 

Rama as:   

• his response to his expulsion from the kingdom  

• his relat ionship with Sita 

• his devoted search for Sita 

• the bat t le with Ravana 

• the return to his k ingdom  

 

how these show the various character ist ics Hindus should 

emulate.                              

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

1 5 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to develop such reasons as:  

• the city was founded by Lord Shiva 

• it  is one of the pr incipal places where Shiva is worshipped and is 

known as the city of temples 

• it  is one of the seven cit ies where, if a devout  Hindu dies and is 

cremated there, they will automat ically gain moksha 

• it  is on the banks of the Ganges which is the most  sacred r iver for 

many Hindus 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

  

 



 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding  

of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 5 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  Kr ish n a is on ly  im p or t an t  as an  av at ar  

o f  Vish n u . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that :   

• as a part  of the t r imurt i, Vishnu is one of the most  worshipped 

deit ies 

• in essence worshipping Krishna is only worshipping Vishnu 

• Krishna embodies one of the human forms of Vishnu and 

therefore makes Vishnu more accessible to devotees 

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that :   

• Krishna is worshipped as an indiv idual deity 

• Krishna provides devotees with an example of certain 

characterist ics that  m ay not  immediately be associated with 

other avatars of Vishnu 

• I n the Gita, Kr ishna is v iewed as the supreme lord   

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Hin d u ism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 6 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line such examples as:   

• the decorat ion of the temple rem inds the worshipper of the god 

they are worshipping and their  special qualit ies 

• at  the ent rance to the temple there is a sm all shr ine which 

houses the guardian of the deity, which is usually the vehicle of 

the deity  

• the mandapa where worshippers can sit  

• a bell within the mandapa to let  the deity know that  the 

worshipper has arr ived 

• the garba-griha or the room where the shrine to the deity is 

• the murt is represent ing the indiv idual deit ies.                                

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

1 6 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to develop such reasons as:  

• the Code of Manu provides Hindus with a “way of liv ing”  

• it  is the discourse of Manu-  the progenitor of humanity  

• it  provides the basis for society such as the varnas 

• it  became the point  of reference for all later  scripture.  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

  

 



 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding  

of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

  

 



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 6 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  H in d u s h av e ev er y  r ig h t  t o  en j oy  k am a 

( t h e p leasu r es o f  l i f e) . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that :   

• kama is a proper value in the householder stage in life 

• marr ied Hindus are encouraged to enjoy each other and fam ily 

life  

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that   

• this value is not  appropriate for the other stages of life 

• kama is proper ly expressed and cont rolled within marr iage 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Hin d u ism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 7 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line such pract ices as:  

• taking pleasure in listening, chant ing or singing the div ine 

names or the glor ies of the deity  

• remembering the deit y by concent rat ing or fix ing ones m ind 

on the murt i 

• making offer ings to the murt i  

• sit t ing at  the feet  of the deity or at  the feet  of his servants 

(one’s guru)  

• worshiping the supreme in his or her v isible form . 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according 

to the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

1 7 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to develop such reasons as:   

• water is of special significance in Hinduism because of its use in 

r ituals and because of the st ress given to cleanliness 

• bathing has religious significance, especially in r ivers considered 

sacred. 

• Mother Ganga ( the Ganges)  is considered to purify the bather of 

bad karma. 

• Most  r ivers are considered female and are personified as 

goddesses. 

• The famous story of the descent  of Ganga-devi is connected with 

Vishnu and with Shiva, who is depicted with the Ganges entering 

the locks of his hair .  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond 

Level 1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

  

 



 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding  

of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 7 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  t h e Bh ag av ad  Gi t a is j u st  a co l lect ion  

o f  st o r ies.  

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

• the Bhagavad Gita is used by most  Hindus as a source of 

stories 

• the focus on stories of Krishna are re-enacted throughout  

Hindu communit ies 

• the context  of the teaching of the Gita is on the story of the 

Mahabharata 

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

• as a holy book the teachings about  the nature of God and 

humanity are the important  message 

• meditat ion on this scripture can help a Hindu worship and live 

their lives in a bet ter way. 

• A cent ral part  of the Gita is its teaching about  the three paths 

to moksha 

  

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded 

accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Hin d u ism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  

of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal 

conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the 

issue. 

 

 



I SLAM 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 8 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line such roles as:  

• the leading of prayers 

• at  the jum ’ah prayers the imam will give a sermon to focus on 

different  aspects of living life in subm ission to Allah 

• he will often run the madrasah (Mosque school)  teaching 

children to read the Qur’an in Arabic and how to pray 

• he gives advice and counselling to members of the 

community. 

  

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according 

to the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

1 8 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to develop such reasons as 

• it  pur if ies the soul of the person who is giv ing. 

• it  stops him  or her from being greedy and building their life upon 

a love of money 

• through zakah they are given a rem inder that  everything comes 

from Allah in the first  place-  and st ill belongs to Him  

• paying zakah is a test  of honesty -  Muslims cannot  live honest ly 

with themselves if they do not  pay zakah  

• they know they will have to answer to Allah on the Day of 

Judgment .  

• it  helps to support  the needy in the Muslim  community 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond 

Level 1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

  

 



 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding  

of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 8 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  Mak k ah  is t h e on ly  p lace w h ich  is 

r eal ly  im p or t an t  f o r  Mu sl im s 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that   

• as the cent re of the Haj j  it  is the only cit y which it  is 

prescribed to visit  

• it  is the city which has the ka’ba the holiest  place of I slam,  

 

w i t h  t h e  v iew ( s)  that   

• Madinah is an addit ional place which many people visit  to 

remember the Prophet  Muhammad 

• the Dome of the Rock suggests that  Jerusalem is also 

significant .    

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded 

accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to I s lam .  

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  

of an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal 

conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the 

issue. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 9 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line such pract ices as:  

• the killing of animals in a halal way for meat  

• the importance of dressing in a halal way -  I slam does not  

allow that  a man should cast  eyes upon women except  his own 

wife in full gaze.  

• men and women are to dress modest ly  

• the importance of diet  therefore eat ing fruits, vegetables and 

avoiding alcohol.                                

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

1 9 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to develop such reasons as:  

• they are seen as model Muslim  leaders 

• they were all close companions and relat ives of Muhammad 

• they helped spread I slam  

• the Caliph was the head of the Muslim  com munity and his pr imary 

responsibility was to cont inue in the path of the Prophet  

• the Caliph made all laws in accordance with the Qur'an and the 

Sunnah. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

  

 



 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding  

of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 9 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  p r ay er  sh ou ld  b e an  in d iv id u al  act  o f  

w or sh ip . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

• praying together at  Jum ’a prayers helps to st rengthen the 

sense of common religious belief and ident ity 

• worshipping together is a key feature in the support  and 

development  of the umma 

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that   

• what  mat ters most  is that  the indiv idual is faithful and obedient  

to Allah 

• prayer is often carr ied out  by an indiv idual on their own, 

especially through du’a  

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to I s lam .  

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 0 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line such events as:  

• Muhammad was concerned about  the state of the world and 

often spent  t ime praying to Allah for guidance 

• Muhammad received the first  revelat ion on Mt  Hira on the 

Night  of Power 

• candidates may include a descript ion of this event  

• the Prophet  received further revelat ions dur ing his lifet ime 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

2 0 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to develop such reasons as:  

• the repeat ing of the shahadah begins a child’s educat ion in the 

faith 

• some rites were prescribed by the Prophet  or followed his pract ice 

• circumcision follows the pract ice of the Prophet  

• killing an animal and sharing it  with others gives thanks to Allah 

• a number of different  pract ices within the Muslim  community are 

associated with the birth of a child. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

  

 



 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding  

of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 0 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  t h e m osqu e is on ly  im p or t an t  as a 

m eet in g  p lace. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

• in I slam, community is important  and the mosque brings the 

community together 

• as a place of meet ing in the west  a mosque enables Muslims to 

st rengthen their belief and ident ity  

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

• in I slam, it  is most  im portant  as a place of prost rat ion 

• it  is important  as a place to be taught  I slam. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to I s lam .  

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

 



JUDAI SM 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 1 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line such events as:  

• his willingness to return to Egypt  to free the Hebrews 

• his prayer for the recept ion of manna 

• the holding of the staff among all of the serpents 

• the st r ik ing of the rock for water  

• the part ing of the Red Sea.                                

 

and how these events showed his faith in the Alm ighty 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

2 1 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to develop such reasons as:  

• it  is the site of the various const ruct ions of the Temple 

• it  is the cent re of the land given to Abraham by the Alm ighty  

• the Western Wall is in Jerusalem  

• it  is the site of many important  events within Judaism .  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

  

 



 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 1 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  Yom  Kip p u r  is t h e m ost  im p or t an t  

occasion  in  t h e Jew ish  y ear . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

• as the Day of Atonement  it  is the holiest  of all the Jewish holy 

days 

• it  is so important  that  it  is celebrated by m any secular Jews 

who may not  observe other holy days 

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

• Shabbat  as a weekly rem inder of faith is m ore important  

• Pesach may also rem ind Jewish people more of the 

involvement  of the Alm ighty in the preservat ion of the chosen 

people. 

  

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Ju d aism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 2 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line such roles as:  

• The rabbi is f irst  and foremost  the person who teaches Torah to 

the jewish community  

• rabbis lead spir itual services, such as Shabbat  services and High 

Holy Day services on Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur   

• rabbis will also officiate at  life-cycle events such as Bar Mitzvahs 

and Bat  Mitzvahs, baby nam ing ceremonies, weddings and 

funerals 

• rabbis will be a source of guidance and comfort  within the 

community 

• in some Orthodox communit ies he will be responsible for 

ensuring kitchens follow the laws of kashrut . 

  

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

2 2 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to develop such reasons as:   

• they are “ the Fundamental Pr inciples”  of the rabbis who put  

together the Mishnah  

• their teachings are based on the Torah and the Talmud 

• they provide teachings on which Jewish people can base their ethical 

pract ices.  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

  

 



 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding  

of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language appropr iately. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 2 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  t h e sy n ag ogu e is j u st  a p lace o f  

w or sh ip . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

• the synagogue’s prim ary purpose is as a place of worship 

• the layout  of the building is purely designed for the purpose of 

worship  

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that   

• some Jewish people will also see it  as a place of meet ing for the 

community 

• it  is a school where young Jewish people are taught  about  their 

faith. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Ju d aism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 3 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line such act iv it ies as 

• it  is usually held in a synagogue or in the home on the eighth 

day from the baby's birth 

• it  is usually performed in the morning, but  it  may be performed 

any t ime dur ing daylight  hours 

• the kvat ter carr ies the baby from the mother to the father, 

who in turn carr ies him  to the mohel.  

• the circumcision is performed 

• passages  from scripture are read to praise the Alm ighty and 

request  the perm ission of the Alm ighty, the Torah, Kohanim  

and dist inguished people present  to proceed 

• special prayers are recited which request  that  the Alm ighty 

bless the parents of the baby, and help them raise him  wisely 

• after the ceremony, a celebratory meal takes place. 

                             

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

2 3 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to develop such reasons as:   

• it s teachings are based on the Torah 

• it  is the wr it ten comm entary of some of the wisest  rabbis 

• for most  orthodox Jewish people it  is the basis of their daily 

pract ices.  

• I t  embodies the updat ing pr inciple of Judaism  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

  

 



 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding  

of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 3 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  a l l  Jew ish  p eop le sh ou ld  v is i t  Masad a. 

 

Level 4 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

• a visit  to Masada is not  prescribed anywhere 

• a Jewish person should be more concerned with liv ing a Jewish 

life and following the m itzvot  that  are required 

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that   

• a Jewish person may receive added st rength by visit ing a place 

of such importance 

• remembering the people who died at  Masada ensures their 

sacrif ice was not  in vain. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Ju d aism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

 



SI KHI SM 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 4 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers will out line such ways as:   

• Gudwaras are decorated and visited 

• parades, dancing and singing happen throughout  the day 

• many Sikhs choose to be init iated into the Khalsa brotherhood 

on this day 

• the fest ival is marked with processions through the st reets  

• processions are led by t radit ionally dressed Panj  Piaras 

• the Guru Granth Sahib will be carr ied in the procession in a 

place of honour. 

  

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

2 4 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to develop such reasons as:  

• it  was founded by Guru Amar Das 

• it  is the site of the Golden Temple and the Akal Takht  

• the original copy of the Guru Granth Sahib is kept  here 

• it  is the site of a mem orial to those massacred by a Br it ish army in 

1919.  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

  

 



 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 4 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  t h e g u r d w ar a g iv es Sik h s t h ei r  sen se 

o f  id en t i t y . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that   

• the Gurdwara is the house of the Guru Granth Sahib from 

which Sikh ident ity springs 

• the cent ral teaching of sewa is evidenced in the langar and 

provides Sikhs with their ident it y 

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that ,  

• it  is their history rather than a place that  gives them their 

sense of ident it y 

• the 5Ks provide a visible sense of ident it y. 

  

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Sik h ism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 5 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line such ways as:   

• providing, cooking or serving food in the langar k itchen 

• any form  of voluntary service which shows giv ing with no 

thought  of reward 

• it  applies part icular ly to giv ing basic service in the Gurdwara             

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

2 5 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to develop such reasons as:  

• it  commemorates the founding of the Khalsa in 1699  

• it  init iates a Sikh as a member of the khalsa 

• it  br ings the community of Sikhs together  

• it  is a r ite of passage in the development  of a Sikh’s sense of 

ident it y.  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 5 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  t h e Gu r u  Gr an t h  Sah ib  is on ly  

im p or t an t  at  t im es o f  w or sh ip  an d  celeb r at ion . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that   

• the Guru Granth Sahib is most  commonly used at  t imes of 

worship and celebrat ion 

• it  is “put  away”  for certain parts of the day  

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

• the teachings of the Guru Granth Sahib are important  in a 

Sikh’s everyday life 

• as the teachings of the Gurus it  contains spir itual guidance. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Sik h ism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 6 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line such ways as:  

• celebrat ing Gurpurbs with an akhand path-  a complete and 

cont inuous reading of the Guru Granth Sahib 

• Gurdwaras are decorated with flowers, f lags and lights, and 

Sikhs dress up in new or smart  clothes and join together for 

special services. 

• Hymns are sung from  the Guru Granth Sahib, poems are 

recited in praise of the Gurus and there are lectures on 

Sikhism .  

• there are processions where the Sikh Scr ipture is paraded 

around 

• five people represent ing the first  f ive members of the Khalsa 

( the Panj  Piaras or Five Beloved Ones)  head the procession 

carrying the Sikh flag.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

2 6 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to develop such reasons as:   

• he was the founder of the khalsa 

• he nominated the Guru Granth Sahib as the liv ing Guru after his 

death 

• as one of the Ten Gurus he provides an example and teachings for 

Sikhs to follow. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

  

 



 

 Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main  

idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding  

of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

  

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 6 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  t h e g r an t h i  is t h e m ost  im p or t an t  

sou r ce o f  au t h or i t y  in  t h e Sik h  com m u n i t y . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

• being knowledgeable about  the Guru Granth Sahib enables him  

to provide guidance and teachings 

• he is recognised as an important  source by many Sikhs  

 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that   

• the Guru Granth Sahib is far more important  than a person 

interpret ing it  

• the lives of the Gurus are bet ter sources of authorit y.  

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Sikhism. 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against ,  or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence  

or examples, referr ing to another point  of view. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 
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